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Social Conditions: intrinsic 
characteristics of individuals & families 
that influence capacities to withstand, 
and recover from a disaster event

Economic Vitality: income and 
employment variables that influence 
financial resilience

Community Health: prevalence of 
illness, injury and chronic disease in the 
community and access to medical care 
and emergency services

Determinants of Risk
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Likelihood

5-10%

10-15%

15-25%

25-50%

MMI Modified Mercali Index

Intensity Shaking Physical Impacts

V Moderate

Felt by nearly everyone; many 
awakened. Some dishes, windows 
broken. Unstable objects 
overturned. Pendulum clocks may 
stop.

VI Strong

Felt by all, many frightened. Some 
heavy furniture moved; a few 
instances of fallen plaster. Damage 
slight.

VII
Very 

strong

Damage negligible in buildings of 
good design and construction; 
slight to moderate in well-built 
ordinary structures; considerable 
damage in poorly built or badly 
designed structures; some 
chimneys broken.

Hazard Threat
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empowering risk reduction decisions …..
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support risk reduction decisions 

at the neighborhood level ?
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What incentives are needed to 

empower individuals and 

businesses to take action ?
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